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Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D.

Relational Poverty in Modern Educational Models:

Understanding the Neurodevelopmental Wisdom of the Montessori Approach
Keynote Address

Friday, February 16, 2007

The development of a child is profoundly influenced by experience. Experiences shape the organization of the brain which,
in turn, influences the emotional, social, cognitive, and physiological activities. Insights into this process come from under-
standing brain development. The modern approach to education, caregiving, and therapeutic services is inherently disre-
spectful of two main neurobiological gifts of humankind: our fundamental relational nature and our rapid organization
during the first years of life. Of all current educational and caregiving models, Montessori methods are most respectful of
these gifts and most capable, therefore, of helping children meet their potential.

Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D. is the Senior Fellow of the ChildTrauma Academy, a not-for-profit organization which pro-
motes innovations in service, research, and education in child maltreatment and childhood trauma (www.ChildTrauma.
org). His research has been instrumental in describing how childhood experiences, including neglect and traumatic stress,
change the biology of the brain and, thereby, the health of the child. He is the recipient of many professional awards and
the author of more than 300 scholarly articles. His most recent book, The Boy Who Was Raised as a Dog: What Traumatized
Children Can Teach Us About Life, Loss, and Healing, co-written with Maia Szalavitz, was published in January 2007.

Andrew Meltzoff, Ph.D.

Born Learning: The Science of Learning and What it Reveals About the Mind of the Child
Centenary Closing Keynote Address
Monday, February 19, 2007

New scientific insights often come from unexpected places. Some of the most important breakthroughs
in brain science have come from the study of young children. State-of-the-art techniques allow researchers to look at the
neural signals generated as a young child plays and learns. Dr. Meltzoft discussed recent discoveries in social, emotional,
cognitive, linguistic, and brain development in childhood and considered their implications for policy and practice.

Andrew Meltzoff, Ph.D. is a graduate of Harvard University, with a doctorate from Oxford University, and co-author of

The Scientist in the Crib: Minds, Brains, and How Children Learn. He is an internationally recognized expert on cognitive
and social development in infants and children. His discoveries about infant imitation revolutionized our understanding of
early memory and brain development. Dr. Meltzoff’s 20 years of research on young children has had a far-reaching impact
on cognition and neuroscience, artificial intelligence, early education, and childcare policy.
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Sergey Brin

What becomes of Montessori children? They become successful, accomplished adults contributing to a
better world. In this anecdotal address, the founder of Google discussed how Montessori education pre-
pared him for his later career path.

Sergey Brin co-founded the Internet’s largest and most powerful search engine in 1998. A native of Mos-
cow, he earned his undergraduate degree from the University of Maryland at College Park. While study-
ing for his Ph.D. at Stanford University, he and classmate Larry Page developed a search engine model that would grow

to become the $12 billion corporation dubbed simply as Google. Brin currently serves as the President of Technology for
Google. He has authored numerous academic papers and been the featured speaker at several international forums, includ-
ing the World Economic Forum.

In 2004, Brin and co-founder Page were named among the “Ten Most Fascinating People of 2004” according to Barbara
Walters. They were featured in an ABC Special Report on December 8, 2004. Brin credited their secret to success as his
early Montessori school experience. “We both [Page and Brin] went to Montessori School,” he commented, “and I think
it was part of that training of not following rules and orders and being self-motivated, questioning what’s going on in the
world, doing things a little bit different.”

4 Angeline Lillard, Ph.D.

| Study of Montessori Outcomes
{4 Saturday, February 17, 2007

B Although Montessori teachers, parents, and former students tend to believe the system has an important
impact on students, few scientifically acceptable studies addressing this have been conducted. Dr. Lillard
reviewed extant research on this topic, focusing in particular on a study recently conducted in an AMI
public school comparing student outcomes with those of control children who had applied to that school but were denied
admission by a randomized lottery process.

Angeline Stoll Lillard is the author of Montessori: The Science Behind the Genius, released spring 2005. Lillard has engaged
in thorough research to determine where science and the Montessori method meet. Her book explores the marriage of to-
day’s scientific knowledge with Dr. Montessori’s early 20th century application. Lillard is an Associate Professor of Psychol-
ogy at the University of Virginia and has been affiliated there since 1996. She has also held posts as a visiting Psychology
Professor at UC Berkeley and as an Assistant Psychology Professor in at the University of San Francisco.

Lillard earned her B.A. in English Literature from Smith College and a Ph.D. in Psychology from Stanford University in
1991. She is recognized worldwide for her research in child development. She is the recipient of two prestigious American
Psychological Association awards including the Boyd McCandless Young Scientist Award and the Outstanding Dissertation
Award. She has also delivered keynote addresses to Developmental Psychology organizations in Britain, Japan, and

Italy. She was educated in a Montessori school.



